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• Geneva-based non-profit organization that 
specialises in the analysis and communication of 
environmental issues

• Translation: we make environmental and scientific 
information more understandable to decision-
makers and different audiences

• Our role in Adaptation at Altitude:

Zoï Environment Network



• Overview of climate change and 

biodiversity challenges in mountain 

areas

• Highlights the role of mountains in 

achieving CBD and UNFCCC goals

• Suggests policy recommendations and a 

way forward to take action

Mountain Ecosystems for a Resilient Future: 

policy pathways under the CBD and UNFCCC 
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Visit here: https://adaptationataltitude.org/knowledge-base/adaptation-in-mountains/mountain-ecosystems-for-a-

resilient-future-policy-pathways-under-the-cbd-and-unfccc/
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Climate change impacts on 
mountain biodiversity



Mountain platforms play a pivotal role in advancing biodiversity and climate action 
across all levels

• Key Mountain platforms and networks include: 

o Global or regional cooperation mechanisms: e.g. Mountain 
Partnership, Regional Conventions (Alps, Carpathia, AMI, etc.).

o Mountain groups within international agreements: e.g. 

Mountain Program of Work within the CBD, World Network of 

Mountain Biosphere Reserves

o Research and Monitoring networks: e.g. MRI, Geo-Mountains, 

GLORIA, MIREN, etc. 

• Enablers for mobilizing science-based, locally grounded 
action that advances both biodiversity and climate goals

• By coordinating data collection and monitoring, fostering 
knowledge exchange, and linking science with policy, these 
platforms improve national and transboundary planning

Key messages: the role of mountain ecosystems in achieving CBD and UNFCCC goals  



Adapting to climate change in the mountains – Legislative solutions 
from around the world

• Examines specific laws that are relevant to CCA in mountains

• Developed with MPs, shares key provisions and the legislative 

process

• Water Act of Bhutan, Law No. 1930 on páramos in Colombia, 

Law No. 2026 on the protection of glaciers in Tajikistan, Law of 

Georgia on the Development of High Mountainous Regions, 

National Environment Act of Uganda, and Law on the 

Development and Protection of Mountains in France
• Read here: https://adaptationataltitude.org/knowledge-base/adaptation-

in-mountains/adapting-to-climate-change-in-the-mountains-legislative-
solutions-from-around-the-world/
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Responding to climate change in the mountains: Opportunities for 
parliamentarians to act

• Introduces major challenges in mountain areas and beyond: 

water management, biodiversity conservation, food security, 

migration & displacement, and gender and inclusion

• Legislative, budgetary, oversight and representation-relevant 

solutions that can be applied in different countries

• Provides case studies of interesting examples from around the 

world

• Read here: https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/issue-

briefs/2023-11/responding-climate-change-in-mountains-

opportunities-parliamentarians-act
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• Zoï helped conduct CEPF’s 2026 Ecosystem 

Profile through scientific analysis of previous 

profiles and biodiversity science data; national 

stakeholder consultations; and an online survey 

on KBAs, threats, and priorities

• The profile identifies threats to biodiversity, CC 

assessment, conservation activities, key actions 

to be taken, and investment opportunities

• Involved hundreds of inputs and massive data 

compilation

• Read here: https://zoinet.org/product/cepf-

summary-2/

Mountains of Central Asia Ecosystem Profile
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The Adaptation at Altitude programme
Objective: increase the resilience and adaptive capacity of mountain 
communities and ecosystems to climate change

For more information, visit: adaptationataltitude.org
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